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OVERVIEW:

The Gambling Cartel

•U.S. affiliations

•Foreign, Internet affiliations

The Gambling Industry’s Political Influence

•Frank Fahrenkopf and the AGA Lobby

•Industry “research”

Media Conglomerates and Gambling Promotion



U.S. Gambling 
Affiliations



Updated: June 28, 2007  Nick Christenson,  http://www.jetcafe.org/npc/gambling/casino_owners.html

NOTES

• The Barbary Coast has been sold by 
Boyd Gaming to Harrah's, and is now 
called "Bill's Gambling Hall".

• The Lady Luck is closed pending 
slow renovations.

• Peter Morton is selling the Hard Rock 
to Morgans Hotel Group. However, 
Morgan's is not yet licensed.

• On April 15, 2007 the name of the 
Aladdin officially changed to Planet 
Hollywood.

• In October 2006, ownership of the 
South Coast was transferred from 
Boyd Gaming to Michael Gaughan. 
The casino was renamed South 
Point.

• Columbia Sussex purchased the 
Tropicana in October 2006.

• The Sahara has being sold to SBE 
Entertainment Group and 
Stockbridge Real Estate Funds.

• Carl Icahn has agreed to sell his 
three Las Vegas casinos to Goldman 
Sachs.

• Binion's is being sold to Terry 
Caudill, owner of the Four Queens.
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h
tt

p
:/

/w
w

w
.p

h
o

to
s
e
c
re

ts
.c

o
m

/t
lv

.c
o

rp
s
.h

tm
l

Casino Hotels & Resort Chains
Gambling Industry Affiliates

Bally Technologies
Aristocrat Technologies

CasinoVision
Cash Systems Inc.

FutureLogic
Gaming Standards Association  (G2S)

International Game Technology
Progressive Gaming
Shuffle Master Inc.

Las Vegas Gaming Inc.
JCM American  (table safe)

PokerTek Inc
Station Casinos

Kelley Technologies  (race / sports book)
WMS Gaming  (Williams Gaming)

Big Foot Software  (Reno / WMS owns)
1Velocity.com 

Skywiremedia.com
MGM Mirage

Cosmopolitan Resort Casino in Las 
Vegas

Trump Entertainment Resorts
Yarborough Planning LLC

Ascend Media Gaming Group 
Bally Technologies 

Cadillac Jack 
Casino City Press 
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Casino Hotels & Resort Chains
Gambling Industry Affiliates (contd)

DigiDeal
Eatec

Elo TouchSystems
FutureLogic

Gaming Partners International 
Gaming Standards Association 

Global Gaming Initiatives 
ICOM 

International Game Technology 
InfoUSA

I.T. Strategies 
JCM American 

Konami Gaming 
Micros Systems 

Nick Farley & Associates 
Raving Consulting 
Reed Exhibitions 
RPM Advertising 

SVM 
VSR Industries 

WhiteSand Consulting 
WMS Gaming

Harrah’s Las Vegas 



Casino Hotels & Resort Chains
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Gambling Industry Affiliates (contd)
Mirage Resorts

Black Hawk Gaming & Development
Ameristar Casinos

GAMING LABORATORIES 
INTERNATIONAL   (GLI)

TRANSACT TECHNOLOGIES
Columbia Entertainment

DigiDeal Corp. (IGT invested in, WA)
Tabcorp (Canada)
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Hyatt Hotels and Resorts, Thomas Pritzker, Chair 



Hoovers – Gaming Activities 
Company List

Gaming Activities Company List, Hoovers online, http://www.hoovers.com/industry/gaming-activities/--HICID__1433--/free-ind-factsheet.xhtml

American Wagering, Inc.  (Leroy’s Horse and Sports Place, electronic sports books to 60 NV casinos)

De Agostini S.p.A. (Italy; Drago and Boroli families; gambling; media Spanish TV; finance)

Harrah's Entertainment, Inc. (Las Vegas; Owns/manages ~50 casinos U.S./ U.K. uder names Bally's, 
Caesars, Harrah's, Horseshoe, and Rio)

Delaware North Companies, Inc. (NY; controlled by Marvin Jacobs family; foodservice/hospitatlity)

Penn National Gaming, Inc. (PA; aquired Argosy Gaming Co., IL, in 2005 and all riverboat casinos; 
owns/operates 17 horse tracks and casinos U.S. / Canada; acquired in 2007; Richard J. Glasier, 
President/DEO Argosy; Peter M. Carlino family owns. Chair/CEO; Leonard M. DeAngelo, EVP )

Georgia Lottery Corporation (GA; >7,500 retailers; Margaret R. DeFrancisco, President/CEO)

MAXXAM Inc. (TX; Charles Hurwitz, CEO, 80%; timber in CA; real estate; Sam Houston Race, TX) 

Churchill Downs Incorporated (KY; 4 race tracks/casinos-KY,IL,FL,LA; simulcast; Richard Duchossois-
Diversified Holding Co, Duchossois Industries, 25%)

MTR Gaming Group, Inc. (WV; racinos/casinos; Ted Arneault, CEO; Jacobs Entertainment, 13%)

Jacksonville Greyhound Racing, Inc. (FL; 3 dog tracks; Howard Korman, President; Bob Kuhn CFO)

Ladbrokes plc (London, UK; formerly Hilton Group; >2,600 bookmaking shops UK, Ireland, Belgium; 
online gambling giant; Sir Ian Robinson, Chair; Christopher (Chris) Bell, CEO/Dir; Brian G. Wallace, 
Finance)

Magna Entertainment Corp. (Ontario; horseracing tracks North America, ~12 tracks, 10 states; OTB; 
Frank Stronach, Chair/CEO; Blake S. Tohana, EVP/CFO; James (Jim) Bromby, SVP)



Hoovers – Gaming Activities 
Company List

Gaming Activities Company List, Hoovers online, http://www.hoovers.com/industry/gaming-activities/--HICID__1433--/free-ind-factsheet.xhtml

MGM/Mirage/Mandalay (Las Vegas; 26 properties; Kirk Kerkorian, founder 56%; J. Terrence (Terry) 
Lanni, Chair/CEO; James J. (Jim) Murren, President/COO; Tom Peck, SVP) 

Colony Capital, LLC (CA; one of the world's top real estate investment firms, $30B; France Accor
hotels; Fairmont Raffles hotels; backed Station Casino buyout; Tom J. Barrack Jr., Chair/CEO; 
Richard B. Saltzman, President; Mark M. Hedstrom, CFO)

Boyd Gaming Corp (Las Vegas; 16 properties; 23,000 slots; Coast Casino; William S. Boyd, 
Chair/CEO 36%; Keith E. Smith, President/COO; Paul J. Chakmak, EVP/CO/Treasurer)

Las Vegas Sands (Las Vegas; Venetian; Sheldon G. Adelson, Chair/CEO, 69%; William P. Weidner, 
President/COO; Robert P. Rozek, SVP/CFO)

Trump Resorts (Atlantic City, NJ; Chapter 11 in 2004; Donald J. Trump, Chair, 30%; Mark Juliano, 
CEO; Dale R. Black, EVP/CFO;)

Columbia Sussex ( KY; Columbia Entertainment; acquired Aztar, AZ casinos in 2007; possible 
acquisition of President Casinos, vice chair Terrence L. Wirginis, 24%, John S. Aylsworth, 
President/CEO; manages 80 hotels & 13 casinos in 30 states; William J. Yung III, CEO/owner; Joe 
Yung, Dir. Dvlpt.; Richard Fitzpatrick, CFO)

Hilton Hotels (CA; William Hilton; Ian R. Carter, CEO Hilton Intnl; Stephen F. Bollenbach, CC/CEO; 
Matthew J. Hart, COO; John H. Myers, President/CEO also GE Asset Mngmt; Peter V. Ueberroth, 
Chair, also US Olympic Comm.)



Hoovers – Gaming Activities 
Company List

AFX News, 11-8-07, http://www.forbes.com/afxnewslimited/feeds/afx/2007/11/08/afx4315770.html
Gaming Activities Company List, Hoovers online, http://www.hoovers.com/industry/gaming-activities/--HICID__1433--/free-ind-factsheet.xhtml

Equity Group Investments, LLC (IL; Investments foreign and domestic; acquired Tribune media firm 
$8.2B, 2007;Samuel (Sam) Zell, Chair; Donald J. (Don) Liebentritt; President; Philip G. Tinkler, CFO)

International Gaming Technology –IGT -(NV; the #1 designer and manufacturer of slot machines -
controls about two-thirds of the North American market; Internet gambling; Thomas J. Matthews, 
President/Chair; Ron Rivera, SVP Sales; Tami Corbin, VP HR)

Aristocrat Leisure (Australia; #2 manufacturer of slot machines; 90 countries; Leonard Ainsworth, 
founder, 25%; David J. Simpson, Chair; Paul N. Oneile, CEO/Dir; Simon C.M. Kelly, CFO/Fin) 

Bally Technologies (Las Vegas; leading manufacturer slots, info systms, Rainbow Hotel/Casino, MS; 
Richard M. (Dick) Haddrill, President/CEO; Michael G. (Gavin) Isaacs, EVP/COO; Robert C. Caller, 
CFO/Treas) 

Station Casinos (Frank and Lorenzo Fertitta; Ultimate Fighting – UFC, UFC Pres. Dana White; 40.6% 
profit margin; sex, violence, gambling; own Gordon Biersch brewery; own Red Rock restaurants; Station 
Casinos went private - French investment group Eurazeo $200M in co-buyout, Colony VII and VIII funding, 
Colony Capital, LLC; and brother-in-law, Delise Sartini and Blake Sartini;execs.- Thomas Friel; Lee Isgur; 
Lowell Leberman Jr., Robert Lewis; Dr. James Nave, DVM; Scott Nielson; William Warner)

WMS Industries (IL; lottery terminals and slot machines; Viacom and CBS Corp. chairman Sumner 
Redstone owns about 11% of WMS; Louis J. Nicastro, Chair; Brian R. Gamache, President/CEO; Orrin J. 
Edidin, EVP/COO)

Wynn Resorts, Ltd (Las Vegas; Valvino Lamore LLC; Stephen Wynn, president/CEO; execs.  -Wesley 
Allison, Linda Chen, Ian Coughlan, Ray Irani, Ronald Kramer, Matt Maddox, Robert Miller, John Moran, 
Kazuo Okada, Andrew Pascal) 



FORBES: The 400 Richest Americans
09-20-07 

Forbes 400, 9-20-07, 
http://www.forbes.com/lists/2007/54/richlist07_The-400-Richest-Americans-Media-Entertainment_8Rank.html

Rank      Name    Net Worth ($bil)    Age    Residence         Source

3 Sheldon Adelson 28.0 74 Las Vegas, NV casinos, hotels 

55 Micky Arison 5.8 58 Bal Harbour, FL Carnival Cruises; owns 

NBA Miami Heat

86 Stephen Wynn 3.9 65 Las Vegas, NV casinos, hotels 

195 William Hilton 2.3 79 Los Angeles, CA hotels, casinos 

220 Phillip Ruffin 2.1 72 Wichita, KS casinos, real estate 

380 Frank Fertitta III 1.3 45 Las Vegas, NV casinos, Ultimate 
Fighting Championship 

380 Lorenzo Fertitta 1.3 38 Las Vegas, NV casinos, Ultimate 
Fighting Championship

Phillip Ruffin
Las Vegas, Trump partnr.,

Pushing KS racinos

Sheldon Adelson
Las Vegas Sands 

Corp.

Micky Arison
Carnival Cruises; 
NBA Miami Heat

Stephen Wynn
Wynn Resorts

William Hilton
Hilton Hotels

Frank and Lorenzo 
Fertitta, Station Casinos



Hoovers Online – Most Viewed Gaming Equipment & 
Service Companies

Hoovers online, http://www.hoovers.com/industry/gaming-equipment-&-services/--HICID__1434--/free-ind-
factsheet.xhtml

National Amusements Inc. 

International Game Technology (IGT) 

GTECH Holdings Corporation 

Bally Technologies, Inc. 

Scientific Games Corporation 

Konami Corporation 

WMS Industries Inc. 

Daily Racing Form, LLC 

Progressive Gaming International Corporation

Littlefield Corporation  

Aristocrat Technologies, Inc. 

Elixir Gaming Technologies, Inc. 

Global Cash Access Holdings, Inc. 



WMS Gaming (Williams Gaming -slot manufacturer)

• Hasbro (Monopoly brand slots)

• Bose (3Space Surround Sound Chair – Top Gun slot)

Motorcity Casino (Detroit)

• Owner Marian Ilitch, founded Little Caesar’s Pizza chain with her husband

• Husband Michael Ilitch owns the Detroit Red Wings, Detroit Tigers, Olympia 
Entertainment (sports arena events), Ilitch Holdings, Inc, Blue Line 
Distribution, Uptown Entertainment, Olympia Development, LLC, Champion 
Foods, Johnny Rockets restaurants, 

• Ilitch / Malik combined political contributions 2003-07 = $990,659

http://www.ilitchholdings.com/CompaniesandVenues/tabid/125/Default.aspx ; http://www.fppc.ca.gov/Agendas/10-06/05-548exh.pdf
http://www.politicalfriendster.com/showPerson.php?id=2575&name=Harry-Reid; http://sunlighters.sunlightnetwork.com/tags/barwest_llc; 

http://www.theverifiabletruth.com/2007/09/barwest-llc-being-sued-in-federal-court.html ; http://docs.google.com/View?docid=ddq3kq9f_1492gbbkgj

A Few Surprise Affiliations

Pizza! P
izza!

Casino! C
asino!



Motorcity Casino (Detroit)

• Marian Ilitch gambling interests: Motorcity Casino (Detroit), Gateway Casino 

Resorts, LLC and Barwest, LLC

• Michael J. Malik, Sr.- Ilitch political, real estate and gambling interests partner.  

• Worked with Abramoff; political/donor relations with Rep. Pombo, Sen. Harry 
Reid,  violations  in CA, International Republican Instit., Debbie Stabenow 
($117,200 re-election), Rep. Don Young (R-AK) $ and travel, Mark Kennedy 
(R-MN) $, John M. Kotlar spokesperson for Ilitch Holdings, R. Lance Boldrey -
attorney, heads Indian Law Practice at Dykema Gossett PLLC

• Gambling interests include: Barwest affiliates, LCB Barwest, Casino Funding 
Enterprises, Gambling Entertainment Michigan (GEM), LLC, Empire Ventures, 
LLC, Bluewater Resorts, MJM Enterprises, Detroit Entertainment, Motorcity
Casino, various Indian gambling expansions, mostly in CA (Shinnecock of  NY, 
Barstow, CA, Port Huron, MI)

http://www.ilitchholdings.com/CompaniesandVenues/tabid/125/Default.aspx ; http://www.fppc.ca.gov/Agendas/10-06/05-548exh.pdf
http://www.politicalfriendster.com/showPerson.php?id=2575&name=Harry-Reid; http://sunlighters.sunlightnetwork.com/tags/barwest_llc; 

http://www.theverifiabletruth.com/2007/09/barwest-llc-being-sued-in-federal-court.html

A Few Surprise Affiliations (Ilitch Affiliations Continued)



Source: Compiled data from Center for Responsive Politics at http://docs.google.com/View?docid=ddq3kq9f_1422cfcs4t

A Few Surprise Affiliations
(Ilitch Continued)



A Few Surprise Affiliations

Hard Rock Entertainment – Seminoles of FL bought (2006)

In December of 2006, the Seminole Tribe dealt $965 million to acquire the 
Hard Rock Cafe restaurant, hotel and casino chain 

Instant Account Access (from within casinos) - Chris Wolfington, Chairman 
and CEO of Money Centers of America (also Ariva), says, "There is perhaps 
nothing more important to a casino's success than enabling patrons to access 
sources of cash and credit.”

“Hard Rock Cafe sold to Native Americans,” CNNMoney.com, 7 December 2006, 
http://money.cnn.com/2006/12/07/news/companies/hardrock_seminole/index.htm (5 October 2007).



A Few Surprise Affiliations

KERZNER, MOHEGAN SUN, DUBAI CASINO BUYOUT

Bahamas-based resort and casino giant Kerzner International Ltd., operator of the 
Atlantis in the Bahamas and Mohegan Sun casino in Connecticut.

Chairman Sol Kerzner, CEO Butch Kerzner, shareholder Istithmar PJSC of Dubai and 
other investors are going private.

The investment group includes Dubai, United Arab Emirates-based Istithmar, 
Whitehall Street Global Real Estate Limited Partnership 2005, Colony Capital 
LLC, Providence Equity Partners Inc. and The Related Companies LP. The group 
will assume $599 million of debt, Paradise Island, Bahamas-based Kerzner said 
Monday in a statement. The sale price is 19 times the company's earnings before 
interest, taxes, depreciation and amortization. The deal will be completed by the 
middle of this year. 

"We think it's a step in the right direction, but the price is a bit low," said Stephanie 
Tran, an analyst at Norwalk, Conn.-based Pirate Capital LLC, which owns about 
550,000 shares of Kerzner assets.

Oliver Staley, “Investment group to buy casino giant for $3 billion and take it private,” Bloomberg News, 20 March 2006; Sun-Sentinel Business Writers 
Doreen Hemlock and Paul Owers contributed to this report.



More Affiliations

Instant Account Access (from within casinos) - Chris Wolfington, Chairman 
and CEO of Money Centers of America (also Ariva), says, "There is perhaps 
nothing more important to a casino's success than enabling patrons to access 
sources of cash and credit.”

“Money Centers of America Helps Casino Operators Insource Cash Access With Introduction of OnSwitch(TM),” Yahoo! news, 12 January 2007,  
http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/060112/phth010.html?.v=39 ; Andrew McKenna, Cards & Payments, September 2007, Vol. 20 Issue 9, p34-37; “Money 

Centers of America Signs Four Additional Contracts for Its Unique Cash Access Solutions,” Online Casino News, 27 April 2006, http://www.onlinecasino-
news.com/20060427/money_centers_of_america_signs_four_additional_contracts_for_its_unique_cash_access_hhh.aspx (3 October 2007).  Casino 

cash providers, Yahoo! Finance, Money Centers of America, Inc. competitors, http://finance.yahoo.com/q/co?s=MCAM.OB (6 October 2007).

MCAM.OB = Money Centers of America

CKNN = Cash Systems Inc.

TQ = Cash Technologies, Inc.

GCA = Global Cash Access Holdings, Inc. 

Industry = Business Services

•MCAM.OB Paragon Resort & Casino Awards 
Money Centers of America, Inc. a Multi-Year 
Cash Access Contract

•GCA Five Macau Casinos Have Signed up to 
Use Services of Central Credit, a Subsidiary of 
Global Cash Access (GCA) 

•CKNN Bally Technologies Announces Contract 
With Fantasy Springs Casino for Bonusing and 
iVIEW(TM) Displays to Enhance 
Powercash(TM) Funds-Access Technology 

•TQ Cash Technologies Subsidiary Signs 
Services and Licensing Agreement With TriCap
Health Group 



More Affiliations

Fidelity National Information Services, http://www.fidelityinfoservices.com/NR/RDONLYRES/D5FB5CBE-F502-4901-930A-559CB05D873F/0/FISOVERVIEW_FORWEB.PDF and 
http://www.fidelityinfoservices.com/FNFIS/Markets/Gaming/Products/CheckCashing/

cash providers, Yahoo! Finance, Money Centers of America, Inc. competitors, http://finance.yahoo.com/q/co?s=GCA(6 October 2007).

•GPN Global Payments Announces Agreements 
with Four U.S. Casinos for VIP LightSpeed(R) Cash 
Access Services

•GPN Global Payments to Provide Comprehensive 
Payment Processing Services to HSBC Bank 
Canada's Clients 

GCA = Global Cash Access Holdings, Inc.

CKNN = Cash Systems Inc. 

FIS = Fidelity National Information Services Inc. 

GPN = Global Payments Inc. 

Industry = Credit Services 

FIS – Fidelity National Information 
Services, Inc.
“Casino owners can get cash on 

the floor faster with FIS’ check 

authorization system designed 

specifically to assist the gaming 

industry in handling personal

and payroll check acceptance.”

“Our field management is groomed 

with casino specific training and 

insight into how to maximize 

volume and cash in play for the 

unique niche casino gaming 

provides.”



Chevis Swetman, http://www.americangaming.org/Industry/resources/contact_expert_detail.cfv?topic=11&sct=2; Caribbean Gambling Conf. 2006, 
http://www.caribbeangaming.net/new/attend/meetspeakers.html ; Europoean I-Gaming Conference, http://www.eigexpo.com/2005/?page=speakers ; Owners of Las Vegas 

Casinos, 28 June 2007, http://www.jetcafe.org/npc/gambling/casino_owners.html ; Federal Financial Institutions Examination Council online, seach “Frank J. Fahrenkopf, Jr.”
http://www.ffiec.gov/webcensus/default.aspx (19 September 2007)  SVPCO Chck Image Volume Continues to Grow, http://www.prnewswire.com/cgi-

The Banking / Investment Industry

Frank J. Fahrenkopf – Board of First Republic Bank

Goldman Sachs - Carl Icahn has agreed to sell his three Las Vegas casinos to Goldman 
Sachs (Arizona Charlie’s Casinos, Stratosphere)

Harvey Perkins is Vice President, Gaming Analysis for Spectrum Gaming Group and a 
consultant to the Gerson Lehrman Group

Simon Holliday Global Betting & Gaming Consultants, United Kingdom; Gerson Lehrman
Group Council of Advisors (leading member)

Chevis Swetman - Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer The Peoples Bank
(Biloxi, Miss.), one of the primary business advocates of gambling as the engine for 
economic development.

More Affiliations



Banking / Investment Industry

For more banking industry research:

Large Commercial Banks
http://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/lbr/ 

Minority Owned Banks
http://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/mob/current/default.htm

Data for U.S. Banking Offices of Foreign Entities
http://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/iba/200612/structure.htm

Other Gambling-Affiliated Banks: ABN AMRO Bank N.V., Bank of America, The Bank of 
New York, The Bank of Tokyo- Mitsubishi UFJ, BB&T, City National Bank, Citibank, Citizens 
Bank, Comerica Bank, Deutsche Bank, Fifth Third Bank, First-Citizens Bank, HSBC Bank, 
JPMorgan Chase Bank (Internet), KeyBank, M&T Bank, National City Bank, PNC Bank, 
UBS, U.S. Bank, Wachovia Bank, Wells Fargo Bank.

AGA Board of Directors, http://www.americangaming.org/about/board.cfm: American Gaming Association Members, http://www.americangaming.org/about/members.cfm (9-25-
2007);

Caribbean Gambling Conf. 2006, http://www.caribbeangaming.net/new/attend/meetspeakers.html ; Europoean I-Gaming Conference, 
http://www.eigexpo.com/2005/?page=speakers ; Owners of Las Vegas Casinos, 28 June 2007, http://www.jetcafe.org/npc/gambling/casino_owners.html ; Federal Financial 

Institutions Examination Council online, seach “Frank J. Fahrenkopf, Jr.” http://www.ffiec.gov/webcensus/default.aspx (19 September 2007)  SVPCO Chck Image Volume 
Continues to Grow, http://www.prnewswire.com/cgi-bin/stories.pl?ACCT=109&STORY=/www/story/10-11-2007/0004680067&EDATE=

More Affiliations American Gaming Association

Financial Services Members

• Bank of America

• Bill Newby on AGA board

• Deutsche Bank Securities

• Goldman, Sachs & Co.



Automated Teller Machine Operators Overview, Hoovers online, http://www.hoovers.com/industry/automated-teller-machine-operators/--HICID__1029--/free-
ind-factsheet.xhtml ; American Gaming Association Members, http://www.americangaming.org/about/members.cfm (9-25-2007)

ATM Operators

First Data Corporation 

Discover Financial Services LLC 

Metavante Corporation 

Euronet Worldwide, Inc. 

Cardtronics, Inc. 

Global Cash Access Holdings, Inc. 

Travelex Holdings Limited 

Travelex America Inc. 

TRM Corporation 

WSFS Financial Corporation 

ATM Operators
American Gaming Association

Professional Service Members:

• Complete Logistics

• Compton Dancer Consulting

• Cooper Levenson, Attorneys at Law

• Deloitte & Touche LLP

• Ernst & Young

• Friedmutter Group Architectural 
Design Studios

• GVA Marquette Advisors

• Lionel Sawyer & Collins

• PricewaterhouseCoopers

• Ropes & Gray LLP



TPG / Apollo Buy Out Harrah’s 
September 26, 2007

TPG Newbridge consists of Texas Pacific Group (TPG Capital, L.P.) and its 
Asia-Pacific affiliate Newbridge Capital. TPG is a global private equity 

investment firm founded in 1992, that is quickly becoming a major player in the
international casino market. 

With partner Apollo Management, it is set to complete the US$27.8 billion all-
cash buyout of Harrah's Entertainment. 

Las Vegas-based Harrah's owns more than 30 casinos under the Harrah's, 
Caesars and Horseshoe names. 

TPG partnered with Kohlberg Kravis Roberts (KKR) to buy Texas Power 
Company (TXU) for nearly $32 million and TPG also acquired Burger King in 

2002 for $1.5 billion. TPG also acquired Neiman Marcus, SkyCity Entertainment 

Group and Midwest Airlines. 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/4215576a13.html ; US gambling giant linked to SkyCity
By GARETH VAUGHAN - The Dominion Post | Wednesday, 26 September 2007

Huge Buyout



TPG / Apollo Buy Out Harrah’s 

TPG partnered with Sony Corporation, Comcast and Providence Equity
Partners in 2005 to purchase Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, Inc. (not associated with 

MGM Mirage in Las Vegas). MGM-UAColumbia TriStar produced the film 
Casino Royale.

TPG was founded by David Bonderman, James Coulter and William S. Price III 
in 1992 with offices in Fort Worth, San Francisco, New York  and seven other 

offices around the globe.
PLAYERS:
•David Bonderman – Harvard Law School, 1966; Keystone, Inc.; TPG Capital, LP
•James Coulter – Stanford, MBA1986; Stanford Board of Trustees; Keystone, Inc.; J. 
Crew Group, Inc.; Neiman Marcus Group, Inc. Board; TPG Capital

•William S. Price III – Berkely School of Law, Stanford, former VP of G.E., Continental 

Airlines, Denbury Resources (oil/ gas), connected to 11 board of directors in 11 different 
organizations across 5 different industries

Continental Airlines http://www.secinfo.com/d9x68.2m.htm; http://www.stuff.co.nz/4215576a13.html
US gambling giant linked to SkyCity

Price – Exec. Profile -http://investing.businessweek.com/research/stocks/private/person.asp?personId=561671 ;  By GARETH VAUGHAN - The Dominion Post | 
Wednesday, 26 September 2007

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas_Pacific_Group
Stanford Report, February 14, 2007 , http://news-service.stanford.edu/news/2007/february14/trustees-021407.html

http://www.forbes.com/finance/mktguideapps/personinfo/FromMktGuideIdPersonTearsheet.jhtml?passedMktGuideId=1063214

Huge Buyout



TPG Newbridge / Apollo

Primary Holdings / Affiliates

• Aleris International, Inc. (Subsidiary), Beachwood, OH
• Gate Gourmet International (Subsidiary), Reston, VA 
• Kraton Polymers LLC (Subsidiary), Houston, TX 
• MEMC Electronic Materials, Inc. (Subsidiary), Saint Peters, MO
• PETCO Animal Supplies, Inc.San Diego, CA 
• Direct General Corporation (Holding), Nashville, TN 
• Fenwal, Inc. (Holding), Round Lake, IL 
• Freescale Semiconductor, Inc. (Holding), Austin, TX 
• IASIS Healthcare LLC (Holding), Franklin, TN 
• J. Crew Group, Inc. (Holding), New York, NY 
• Univision Communications Inc. (Holding), Los Angeles, CA 
• The Neiman Marcus Group, Inc. (Joint Venture), Dallas, TX 
• Bally Management AG (Holding), Caslano, Switzerland (other countries)
• Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Holding), Bologna, Italy
• TPG is one of the longest-standing foreign private-equity investors in China 

through its affiliate Newbridge Capital. 
Lexis/Nexis Company Search, 25 September 2007.

(See Casino Affiliates file for more information)

Huge Buyout



TPG Newbridge / Apollo

* * * * * * * * * * EXECUTIVES * * * * * * * * * *

Name Title Role
•Jim O'Brien Co-CFO Chief Financial Officer
•John Viola Co-CFO Chief Financial Officer
•David Bonderman Mng Partner Managing Partner
•James G. Coulter Mng Partner Managing Partner
•William S. Price Mng Partner Managing Partner
•Jonathan J. Coslet Sr Partner Partner
•Philippe Costeletos Partner Partner
•Varun Kapur Partner Partner
•John W. Marren Partner Partner
•Jun Tsusaka Partner Partner

Lexis/Nexis Company Search, 25 September 2007.
(See Casino Affiliates file for more information)

Huge Buyout



Asia (188 gambling outlets)

Armenia (3)
Cambodia (18)
China (1)
Hong Kong (3)
India (6)
Iraq (1)
Israel (5) 
Japan (31) 
Kyrgyzstan (1)
Laos (1)
Lebanon (3)

Casino City Network  http://www.casinocity.com/casinos/

Macao (34)
Malaysia (4)
Myanmar (5)
Nepal (8)
North Korea (2)
Philippines (24)
Singapore (1)
South Korea (19)
Sri Lanka (9)
Thailand (2)
Turkmenistan (2)
United Arab Emirates (1)
Viet Nam (4)

Gambling On Asia



World’s Largest Casino: Venetian Macau
Las Vegas Sands Corp.

Las Vegas Sands Key Executives
• Sheldon G Adelson – Chairman, CEO, Treasurer
• William P. Weidner – President, COO
• Robert P. Rozek – SVP, CFO

LVS operates under the names 
'Sands', 'Venetian' and 'Palazzo'

In August of 2007, the Venetian Macau opened its doors. 
► 870 tables ► 3,400 slot machines ► 350 shops

(In 2002, LV casinos were allowed into Macau.)

Hoovers online, http://www.hoovers.com/las-vegas-sands/--ID__101286--/free-co-factsheet.xhtml (26 September 2007). Lexis/Nexis Company Search, 25 September 
2007.

(See Casino Affiliates file for more information)

Gambling On Asia



North America (1790)

Africa (178)

Asia (188) 

Caribbean (120) 

Central and South America (284) 

Europe (1759) 

Oceania (494) 

Casino City online http://www.casinocity.com/casinos/

Gambling Outlets Worldwide



Foreign Internet Gambling 
Affiliations



· Bryan Bailey
Mr. Bailey (aka "Casino Meister") runs the casino watchdog site CasinoMeister.com. Mr. 
Bailey is an expert online casino industry.
·
J. Todd Boutte
Mr. Boutte (aka "J. Todd") is the administrator of the Association of Players & Casino 
Webmasters (APCW). J. Todd is an expert on affiliate statistics and provides insight as to 
affiliate performance in the online gaming industry.
·
Michael Caselli
Michael Caselli has been involved in the gaming industry since 1996 when he completed 
his Masters work at the University of London (Imperial College of Science, Technology 
and Medicine) analyzing the viability of gaming on the Internet. Since then, Michael has 
helped to successfully launch several online and print gaming publications including 
onlinecasinonews.com, Gambling Online Magazine, iGaming Business, Bluff 
Magazine, Bluff Europe and Gambling.com Magazine. Michael Caselli is considered 
one of the world’s leading experts on online gaming and has served as chairman of
numerous International forums and conferences that focus on interactive gaming 
throughout Europe, Asia and America.
·

Internet Gambling
- International 



Michael Corfman
Mr. Corfman is the President and CEO of Casino City, the world's largest provider of casino and 
gaming information. He is also the Executive Director of the Gambling Portal Webmasters 
Association. Mr. Corfman made national headlines when he sued the U.S. Department of Justice 
in 2004 for the right to run online casino advertising.
·
Christopher Costigan
Christopher Costigan (aka "Sting") runs the websites Gambling911.com and Sports911.com. 
Mr. Costigan also is president of Costigan Media. As an expert in sports and gambling related 
information, he has been mentioned in CBS News, Forbes Magazine, Fox Sports, as well as 
numerous other media.
·
"Dominique"
"Dominique" runs the portal GamesAndCasino.com. She is well known in the casino affiliate 
community and a proponent of affiliate business fairness.
·
Lou Fabiano

Mr. Fabiano (aka "The Professor") runs the portal CasinoAffiliatePrograms.com (CAP). He also 
runs numerous other portals, such as AffiliatePrograms.com, PokerAffiliatePrograms.com
and many others. Mr. Fabiano is an expert in the affiliate marketing community.

Internet Gambling
- International 



· Marc Lesnick
Mr. Lesnick is the organizer of the Casino Affiliate Convention. Mr. Lesnick runs the 
websites StartCasino.com and StreetDice.com. Mr. Lesnick has been mentioned 
in numerous publications, including The New York Times, Business Week Magazine, 
National Public Radio, Forbes Magazine as well as other media.

· Kevin Lindsay-Payne
Mr. Lindsay-Payne, more commonly known as "Peralis", has been running 
Reviewed-Casinos.com since 1998. He is one of the most respected webmasters 
in the industry amongst webmasters and players alike. "Peralis" is an expert in the 
affiliate marketing community.

Internet Gambling
- International 



FOREIGN Internet Gambling Messages 

BlogsBlogsBlogsBlogs

Web MediaWeb MediaWeb MediaWeb Media

Foreign                 Foreign                 Foreign                 Foreign                 

iiii----Gambling Gambling Gambling Gambling 

CartelCartelCartelCartel

WTOWTOWTOWTO

USTRUSTRUSTRUSTR

EUEUEUEU

UK

““““PiratesPiratesPiratesPirates”””” of the Caribbean of the Caribbean of the Caribbean of the Caribbean 

AsiaAsiaAsiaAsia

India

UIGEA

$6 Billion$6 Billion$6 Billion$6 Billion

Homeland SecurityHomeland SecurityHomeland SecurityHomeland Security



http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.asp?Ind=N07

(UK-derived Internet Gambling Lobby, also 
involved with the Barney Frank bill)



The Association of Players, Casinos and Webmasters (APCW) dital magazine, August 2007 p. 16
http://apcw.org/perspectives-monthly
http://www.mydigitalpublication.com/publisher/integrity2/Perspectives_Monthly_Preview/issue1/magazine.php?mag=Perspectives_Monthly_Preview&page=&type=2&logo=1



The Association of Players, Casinos and Webmasters (APCW) dital magazine, August 2007 p. 16
http://apcw.org/perspectives-monthly
http://www.mydigitalpublication.com/publisher/integrity2/Perspectives_Monthly_Preview/issue1/magazine.php?mag=Perspectives_Monthly_Preview&page=&type=2&logo=1



The Association of Players, Casinos and Webmasters (APCW) dital magazine, August 2007 p. 16
http://apcw.org/perspectives-monthly
http://www.mydigitalpublication.com/publisher/integrity2/Perspectives_Monthly_Preview/issue1/magazine.php?mag=Perspectives_Monthly_Preview&page=&type=2&logo=1



The Association of Players, Casinos and Webmasters (APCW) dital magazine, August 2007 p. 16
http://apcw.org/perspectives-monthly
http://www.mydigitalpublication.com/publisher/integrity2/Perspectives_Monthly_Preview/issue1/magazine.php?mag=Perspectives_Monthly_Preview&page=&type=2&logo=1



The Association of Players, Casinos and Webmasters (APCW) dital magazine, August 2007
http://apcw.org/perspectives-monthly
http://www.mydigitalpublication.com/publisher/integrity2/Perspectives_Monthly_Preview/issue1/magazine.php?mag=Perspectives_Monthly_Preview&page=&type=2&logo=1



The Association of Players, Casinos and Webmasters (APCW) dital magazine, August 2007 p. 16
http://apcw.org/perspectives-monthly
http://www.mydigitalpublication.com/publisher/integrity2/Perspectives_Monthly_Preview/issue1/magazine.php?mag=Perspectives_Monthly_Preview&page=&type=2&logo=1



Congress passed the Unlawful Internet Gambling Enforcement Act (UIGEA) in 2006. 

But several members of Congress have come out against this act since then.

U.S. Congressmen Promoting Internet Gambling

Internet Gambling
- United States 

Rep. Barney Frank (D-MA)
HR 2046 – Seeks to overturn UIGEA and legalize Internet 
gambling in the United States. 
(40 Cosponsors)

Rep. Robert Wexler (D-FL)
HR 2610 – Seeks to carve out an exemption in UIGEA to 
allow online gambling such as poker and other games of 
“skill.”
(18 Cosponsors)

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.02610:



Internet Gambling
- United States 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.02046::

Cosponsors of the Barney Frank Bill (HR 2046)



Internet Gambling
- United States 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.02610:

Cosponsors of the Robert Wexler Bill (HR 2610)



Internet Gambling
- United States 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.02610:

COSPONSORS OF BOTH FRANK AND WEXLER BILLS

1. Rep Ackerman, Gary L. [NY-5] - 7/18/2007

2. Rep Berkley, Shelley [NV-1] - 7/10/2007

3. Rep Capuano, Michael E. [MA-8] - 7/17/2007

4. Rep Cohen, Steve [TN-9] - 7/17/2007

5. Rep Hastings, Alcee L. [FL-23] - 7/10/2007

6. Rep Israel, Steve [NY-2] - 11/1/2007

7. Rep Moran, James P. [VA-8] - 7/17/2007

8. Rep Sanchez, Linda T. [CA-39] - 7/18/2007

9. Rep Thompson, Bennie G. [MS-2] - 6/27/2007

10. Rep Towns, Edolphus [NY-10] - 7/25/2007

11. Rep Weiner, Anthony D. [NY-9] - 7/17/2007

12. Rep Young, Don [AK] - 9/27/2007



The Gambling Cartel: 

Political Influence



Plenty of Money to Lobby

International Gaming & Wagering Business, November 2007, article: http://www.igwb.com/article.php?ida=3100 ; Chart: http://www.igwb.com/pdf/2006grossgambling.pdf



http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.asp?Ind=N07



AMERICAN GAMING ASSN
Client Summary, 2006

Total Lobbying Expenditures: $900,000

http://www.opensecrets.org/lobbyists/clientsum.asp?txtname=American+Gaming+Assn&year=2006



GETTING INSIDE CONGRESS

Frank J. Fahrenkopf, Jr.

•President/CEO American Gaming Association (1995-Present)

•Co-chair / co-founder of Commission on Presidential Debates (1986-Present)

•Board of Young Republican National Committee (Present)

•Board member / founder International Republican Institute (1984-Present)

•Daughter, Allison Fahrenkopf Brigati – Washington, DC attorney, Grover Norquist
involvement, Counsel RNC, Senior Counsel World Bank, 

•Daughter, Leslie - Assoc. Council Exec. Office – Bush Whitehouse, worked with 
Alberto Gonzales and Harriet Miers

•Chair of Republican National Committee (1983-1989)

CitizenLink.org / Focus on Social Issues, http://citizenlink.org/fosi/gambling/nac/a0034795.cfm; http://villagevoice.com/blogs/bushbeat/archive/002376.php

1/26/06; Las Vegas Review-Journal, February 28, 2004, http://www.reviewjournal.com/lvrj_home/2004/Feb-28-Sat-2004/business/23322341.html



GETTING INSIDE CONGRESS

Frank J. Fahrenkopf, Jr.

Fahrenkopf's total compensation package, 
including salary, benefits and allowances, came to 

$1,047,109 million a year (2004).

The AGA’s annual budget is $4.9 million.

CitizenLink.org / Focus on Social Issues, http://citizenlink.org/fosi/gambling/nac/a0034795.cfm; http://villagevoice.com/blogs/bushbeat/archive/002376.php

1/26/06; Las Vegas Review-Journal, February 28, 2004, http://www.reviewjournal.com/lvrj_home/2004/Feb-28-Sat-2004/business/23322341.html



GETTING INSIDE CONGRESS

American Gaming Association Executives

Brett Hale – VP, Government Affairs AGA

(2001) former chief of staff for Rep. Ed Whitfield, R-Ky., joined the 

AGA in early July (2001) … Hale also worked for Sens. Slade 

Gorton, R-WA, and Mitch McConnell, R-KY … he was “hired by 
the American Gaming Association to lobby Republicans in 
Congress and the Bush administration.” … Hale said the AGA 

“poses a lot of perceptional challenges.” [for a lobbyist to make 
within Congress to promote gambling]

… "Brett has developed strong ties within the Republican 
Party, which will be a tremendous asset to the AGA …”
Farhenkopf said. (Hale replaced John Shelk, who became a senior 

vice president for governmental affairs for Enron - April/May 2001).

[AGA, http://www.americangaming.org/About/bios/bio_hale.cfm ; “American Gaming Association Hires Political Aide to Lobby 
Republicans,” Las Vegas Review-Journal/Knight Ridder/Tribune Business News (NV), Jun 14, 2001.]



GETTING INSIDE CONGRESS

American Gaming Association Executives

Wally Chalmers – VP, Government Affairs AGA
Partner with Smith Dawson & Andrews; from 1986 to 1989, he served as 
executive director and chief of staff to DNC Chairman Paul G. Kirk, Jr.
where he managed the committee's daily and long-term political strategies 
and oversaw 120 employees; campaign manager for U.S. Senator Edward 
Kennedy's presidential campaign in 1980; established a PAC for Kennedy 
with the task of electing Democratic candidates; vice president at Cassidy & 
Associates, Inc.; political editor for CBS News; and as a campaign 
coordinator for "Udall for President" in 1976.   

[“American Gaming Association online, http://www.americangaming.org/About/bios/bio_chalmers.cfm (12 November 2007); 
Open Secrets online, http://www.opensecrets.org/revolving/rev_summary.asp?id=7860 (12 November 2007)]



GETTING INSIDE CONGRESS

American Gaming Association Executives

Judy L. Patterson – Senior VP and Executive Director

Helped create National Center for Responsible Gaming, an independent, 
nonprofit organization, founded by the American Gaming Association, uses 
gambling industry funds to support industry sponsored research primarily 
focused on shifting the blame for gambling addiction onto problem and 
pathological gamblers, while keeping the industry exempt from responsibility; 
helped create Global Gaming Expo (G2E); works with consultants, 
academic institutions and state gaming associations to develop independent 
studies of gaming issues. 

Previously served as special assistant to the president of the American Bar 
Association, director Public Liaison Office; D.C. Coalition Against Drugs 
and Violence; graduate of Wichita State University (1974), Georgetown 
University Law Center, (1985), master’s degree in education from Boston 
University (1975). 

[“American Gaming Association online, http://www.americangaming.org/About/bios/bio_patterson.cfm (12 November 2007)]



American Gaming Association Executives

Dorothy Jackson (2005)- appointed by the AGA to serve as vice 

president of government affairs. Jackson is responsible for the 
AGA establishing working relationships with the 
Congressional Black Caucus, NAACP and other minority 
organizations.

"We have worked very closely with Dorothy for four years now 
as a consultant and she has provided our industry with 
invaluable guidance on diversity ...” Fahrenkopf said.

Jackson served under former House Speaker Tom Foley, 

Congressional Black Caucus Chairman Donald M. Payne, D-NJ, 

and she was chief of staff for three Congress members. 

GETTING INSIDE CONGRESS

[AGA site, http://www.americangaming.org/About/bios/Jackson.cfm; “Trade Group Adds Lobbyist,” Gambling 

Magazine, March 1, 2005.]



LOBBYING ISSUE:
Gaming, Gambling & Casinos
Issue Summary, 2006

Total Number of Clients: 105
Number of reports listing issue area: 328 
Records are displayed 50 at a time.

Master Card International,  
VISA International and Walt 
Disney Co. (Disney Worldwide) 
lobbied on the gambling issue 
(2006).

http://www.opensecrets.org/lobbyists/issuesum.asp?txtname=Gaming%2C+Gambling+%26+Casinos&year=2006

Client                #of Registered Lobbyists

�American Gaming Assn-25

�International Interactive Alliance-19

�Entertainment Software Assn-16

�American Bankers Assn-11

�National Indian Gaming Assn-11

�Visa International-11

�Poker Players Alliance-9

�Station Casinos-9

�UNITE HERE-9

�Law Offices of John T O'Rourke-8

�SportingBet-8

�Confed Tribes of Grand Ronde Cmty of OR-7

�eLottery Inc-7

�GTECH Holdings Corp-7

�Optimal Group-7

�Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas-6

�American Amusement Machine Assn-6

*Internet Gamb

*Internet Gamb

*Internet Gamb

*Internet Gamb



Casinos/Gambling:
Top Contributors to Federal Candidates and Parties (2006)

http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/contrib.asp?Ind=N07&cycle=2006



http://www.opensecrets.org/lobbyists/clientissues.asp?txtname=Visa+International&year=2006
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobbyists/clientagns.asp?txtname=Visa+International&year=2006

Visa International
Client Profile: Issues, 2006

Major Political Contributor

4Trade

4Science & Technology

4Labor, Antitrust & Workplace

4Gaming, Gambling & Casinos

4Finance

4Education

4Consumer Product Safety

4Bankruptcy

4Banking

No. of Registered LobbyistsIssue

1 Dept of State

1 Dept of Commerce

1 US Senate

1 US House of Representatives

1 Office of US Trade Representative

1 Office of the Comptroller of the Currency

1 Federal Trade Commission

1 Federal Reserve System

2 Dept of Treasury

No. of Reports Listing Agency 
(max of 2)*

Agency

Top Nine Issues

Agencies Lobbied

The American International Group 
was the  top contributor to the 
Treasury Dept in 2006, giving nearly 
$9.4 million (AIG is involved with 
casinos/gambling investments among 
other interests).



MasterCard Inc (International)
Client Profile: Issues, 2006

Major Political Contributor

4Copyright, Patent & Trademark

4Law Enforcement & Crime

5Banking

5Gaming, Gambling & Casinos

6Consumer Product Safety

No. of Registered LobbyistsIssue

http://www.opensecrets.org/lobbyists/clientissues.asp?txtname=MasterCard+Inc&year=2006
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobbyists/issuesum.asp?txtname=Gaming%2C+Gambling+%26+Casinos&year=2006

Top Five Issues

1 Dept of Justice

2 US Senate

2 US House of Representatives

2 Federal Trade Commission

2 Federal Reserve System

2 Dept of Treasury

No. of Reports Listing Agency 
(max of 2)*

Agency

Agencies Lobbied



http://www.opensecrets.org/lobbyists/clientissues.asp?txtname=Walt+Disney+Co&year=2006
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobbyists/issuesum.asp?txtname=Gaming%2C+Gambling+%26+Casinos&year=2006

Top Issues

Agencies Lobbied

WALT DISNEY CO
Client Summary, 2006

Total Lobbying Expenditures: $4,123,524
Subtotal for Subsidiary Disney Worldwide Services: $3,890,524 

1Government Issues

2Gaming, Gambling & Casinos

2Taxes

2Law Enforcement & Crime

2Travel & Tourism

3Trade

4Telecommunications

5Consumer Product Safety

5Computers & Information Tech

5Arts & Entertainment

5Family, Abortion & Adoption

6Copyright, Patent & Trademark

8Radio & TV Broadcasting

No. of Registered LobbyistsIssue

1 US Copyright Office

1 Federal Communications Commission

1 Executive Office of the President

1 Dept of Treasury

1 Dept of Commerce

1 US Senate

2 US House of Representatives

No. of Reports Listing Agency 
(max of 3)*

Agency



http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/summary.asp?Ind=N07&cycle=ALL&recipdetail=M&sortorder=U

All Gambling Money Influencing Congress

(1990-2006)

2006 Top Twenty Congressional Recipients

Accepting gambling 
money is not a partisan 

issue—it’s a  
CHARACTER deficit.



http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/summary.asp?Ind=N07&cycle=ALL&recipdetail=M&sortorder=U

All Gambling Money Influencing the House

2006 Top Twenty House Recipients



http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/recips.asp?Ind=N07&Cycle=2006&recipdetail=S&Mem=Y&sortorder=

All Gambling Money Influencing the Senate

2006 Top Twenty Senate Recipients



http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/summary.asp?Ind=G6550&recipdetail=A&sortorder=U&Cycle=All

Indian Gambling Money Influencing Congress

2006 Top Twenty Recipients

(1990-2006)



Howard Shaffer – Gambling - Harvard Connection

From disabling to enabling the public interest: natural transitions from gambling 
exposure to adaptation and self-regulation. (eng) By Shaffer HJ, Addiction (Abingdon, 
England) [Addiction], 2005 Sep; Vol. 100 (9), pp. 1227-30; discussion 1235; PMID: 
16128708
PDF Full Text



“Whilst this hypothesis may be valid, it is also very convenient for the industry as it 
places the fault for gambling problems on the individual. Basically it says that you

have an underlying syndrome and you should have prevented your exposure to 
gambling or you wouldn't have a problem. It also says that gambling is fine for
everyone else that doesn't have the syndrome.

“Another session at the conference, took this even further. “Is Addiction a Brain 
Disease: What Genetics and Brain Scans Are Telling Us About Gambling and 
Substance Use Disorders” blames the functioning of the brain as actually playing a 
part in the poor decision making of problem gamblers. In this except the presenters 
also blame genetics for vulnerability to problem gambling behaviour.

“Industry seems to be moving to a certain position that problem gambling is a 
medical problem that is not caused by the machines but by an underlying 
condition that is not managed by the individual. This seems to be exemplified by 
this statement: ’Problem Gambling - Its all in your brain . . . and your genes’”

Wednesday, December 08, 2004

http://ghsouthern.org.au/gurublog/2004/12/problem-gambling-its-all-in-your-
brain.html

Howard Shaffer – Harvard Connection



THE MEDIA

GAMBLING



Eric Klinenberg, March/April 2007 Issue, 

http://www.motherjones.com/news/feature/2007/03/breaking_the_news.html . 

GIANTSGIANTSGIANTSGIANTS
In the land of mega-media

1) General Electric (owner of NBC, market value: $390.6 billion)
2) Microsoft (market value: $306.8 billion)
3) Google (market value: $154.6 billion)
4) AOL-Time Warner (market value: $90.7 billion)
5) Disney (market value: $72.8 billion) 
6) News Corporation (market value: $56.7 billion)
7) Viacom   (market value: $53.9 billion) 
8) Yahoo! (market value: $40.1 billion) 



FORBES: The 400 Richest Americans
09-20-07 

; Yahoo! Finance onlineForbes 400, 9-20-07, 
http://www.forbes.com/lists/2007/54/richlist07_The-400-Richest-Americans-Media-Entertainment_8Rank.html



Top Newspaper Companies

Yahoo! Finance, Newspapers http://finance.yahoo.com/q/co?s=GCI (9-27-2007) 



Media Reform Information Center
http://www.corporations.org/media/

January 31, 2007

More Modes, Fewer Sources 



http://www.motherjones.com/news/feature/2007/03/and_then_there_were_eight.pdf
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Affiliated with Gambling YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Pro-Gambling Media Outlets YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Gambling-Only Media Outlets YES YES YES YES ? YES       YES YES

Lobbied on Gambling Issues YES ? ? YES ?                     ?             ?            ?

Research regarding other categories yet to be completed – still in progress. 

Categories

MEDIA CONGOMERATES



“It's not the Internet that's killing 
newspapers. It's the equity-chasing 

investors and their friends at the FCC 
who have put outsize profits 

before a free press.”

-Eric Klinenberg
March/April 2007 Issue 

http://www.motherjones.com/news/feature/2007/03/breaking_the_news.html

Mergers & Conglomerates



And …

Whoever controls the media, 
controls the message.



Investigating Your Media 
Sources & Their 

Associations



AGA Gambling Affiliated Newspapers

Atlantic City Press 

The Day (New London, CT) 

The Sun-Herald (Biloxi, MS) 

Las Vegas Business Press 

Las Vegas Review-Journal 

Las Vegas Sun 

Los Angeles Times 

Nevada Appeal (Carson City) 

New York Times 

Reno Gazette-Journal 

Washington Post 

If you control the media, 
you control the message

AGA Press Room, F. Fahrenkopf letters to the editor, http://www.americangaming.org/Press/letters/letters_archive.cfm ; 



New Owners: Seven Directors and Union Pension Fund Overseeing PA News
The Inquirer (Philadelphia)
Philadelphia Daily News 
Philly.com

Other Investors: Philadelphia Media Holdings L.L.C.; McClatchy Co.

“… local owners will have a huge stake in what the newspapers say 
about their other ventures and issues …”

NEW OWNERS:

Brian P. Tierney, 49, chief executive officer, reportedly investing $5 million to $10 
million; Tierney Group in PA; Republican Natl. Comm.; $200K to GOP; $123K Mayor 
Sam Katz; Tierney Holdings L.L.C.; Trump's Keystone Redevelopment Partners 
L.L.C. (slots parlor in NW Philadelphia) 

Example: Pennsyl-Vegas 
Media Affiliations

Thomas Ginsberg, “New owners share a love for Phila,” 24 May 2006, 
http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/news/local/states/pennsylvania/counties/philadelphia_county/philadelphia/14651196.htm (24 September 2006). 



“… local owners will have a huge stake in what the newspapers say about their 
other ventures and issues …”

NEW OWNERS (Continued):

Bruce E. Toll, 63, chairman, reportedly investing about $25 million; Toll Bros. Inc. one of nation’s 
largest home developers, $292M stock retained; owns Reedman-Toll Auto World in Langhorne and 
Roberts Auto Mall in Downingtown; chair Puresyn Corp. (bio-tech); invested in Premier Kids Care, 
Colonial Management Group, Aquilent (Web/IT federal govt.); generous supporter of Republicans, 
James Greenwood, Sen. Rick Santorum.

Leslie A. Brun, 53, director, reportedly just under $10 million; native of Haiti; Hamilton Lane 
(manages four of nation’s largest state pension funds); co-founded Fidelity Bank; chair U.S. Small 
Business Administration's SBIC Advisory Council; CEO of Sarr Group L.L.C..

Edward Coryell, leader of Carpenters Pension and Annuity Fund of Philadelphia and Vicinity, which 
is reportedly investing more than $20 million; United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America 
Metropolitan Regional Council of Philadelphia and Vicinity and the General Building Contractors 
Association; carpenters' union PAC given more than $1M primarily to Democrats;

Pennsyl-Vegas Media 
Affiliations

Thomas Ginsberg, “New owners share a love for Phila,” 24 May 2006, 
http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/news/local/states/pennsylvania/counties/philadelphia_county/philadelphia/14651196.htm (24 September 2006). 



“… local owners will have a huge stake in what the newspapers say about their other 
ventures and issues …”

NEW OWNERS (Continued):

William A. Graham 4th, 65, director, investing $20 million; CEO of the Graham Co. insurance; large 
contributions to Democratic Gov. Rendell and to Republican John Perzel.

Patricia Harron Imbesi, 59, director, investment undisclosed; native of Ocean City, N.J.; father, Paul 
Harron Sr., owned radio and television stations in Philadelphia and Utica, N.Y., co-founded Harron
Communications Corp. with Imbesi's brother, Paul Harron Jr. It was later sold to Adelphia Communications; 
Harron Capital L.P.; registered Patriarch Media L.L.C. for the purpose of investing in Philadelphia Media 
Holdings; on the boards of the Philadelphia Orchestra and Villanova University; contributed to Republicans 
and Democrats.

Katherine D. Crothall, 57, director, doctorate in electrical engineering, investment undisclosed; 
entrepreneur in the medical-device industry , president and CEO of Animas Corp., a West Chester 
manufacturer of insulin pumps  (sold to Johnson & Johnson); Hughes Aircraft Co.; founded Southern 
California, Laakmann Electro-Optics; founded Luxar Corp., in Seattle, a maker of carbon dioxide lasers 
(sold ESC Medical Systems).

Thomas Ginsberg, “New owners share a love for Phila,” 24 May 2006, 
http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/news/local/states/pennsylvania/counties/philadelphia_county/philadelphia/14651196.htm (24 September 2006). 

Example: Pennsyl-Vegas 
Media Affiliations



“… local owners will have a huge stake in what the newspapers say about their other 
ventures and issues …”

NEW OWNERS (Continued):

Michael Hagan, 43, director, investing $3 million; chair/CEO of NutriSystem Inc., a Horsham company; 
cofounded Verticalnet Inc., Internet business; political contributions to Democrats, including Sen. John 
Kerry and Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton; 

Thomas Ginsberg, “New owners share a love for Phila,” 24 May 2006, 
http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/news/local/states/pennsylvania/counties/philadelphia_county/philadelphia/14651196.htm (24 September 2006). 

Example: Pennsyl-Vegas 
Media Affiliations



Ogden Nutting, Seven Springs Mountain Resort (& Casino)

"The possibility of limited gaming did not play a major role in our decision to purchase 
the resort," Robert Nutting said. "However, we owe it to our management team and 

staff, the strong supporters in the community and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
to continue to pursue it. We also owe it to the 355 people that it will employ and to the 

community that will benefit from the more than $50 million in added tax revenue.“

•The G. Ogden Nutting Family owns the Pittsburgh Pirates (along with newspaper 
mogul Kevin S. McClatchy). 

•Ogden Newspapers publishes 21 daily newspapers in the region and 20 phone books 
within a four-hour drive from the resort (& casino). Also, Nutting Newspapers Inc.

•United Bankshares, Inc. (Wheeling, WV) – 1986-Present: Director, affiliated with 15 
executives, Chairman of Nominating and Governance Committee, Member of 
Compensation Committee and Member of Executive Committee. Barclays Global 
Investors UK Holdings Ltd is the top share holder – more than 2M at $64.6M value

“Nutting Family Agrees to Purchase Seven Springs Mountain Resort,” PR Newswire,  19 June 2006, http://www.prnewswire.com/cgi-
bin/stories.pl?ACCT=109&STORY=/www/story/06-19-2006/0004383148&EDATE=  (24 September 2006); United Bankshares Inc 

http://investing.businessweek.com/research/stocks/people/people.asp?symbol=UBSI.O; Shares, http://finance.yahoo.com/q/mh?s=UBSI .

Example: Pennsyl-Vegas 
Media Affiliations



Ogden/Nutting Newspapers (Pennsylvania)

Newspapers (Ogden/Nutting)

•Sun-Gazette

•Times Observer

•The Express

•The Lewistown Sentinel

•Altoona Mirror

•Clinton County Shopper

•County Observer

•East Lycoming Shopper & News

•The Luminary

• Lock Haven Express 

• Pirate Report Magazine 

• Warren Times Observer 

• Williamsport Sun Gazette 

“Nutting Family Agrees to Purchase Seven Springs Mountain Resort,” PR Newswire,  19 June 2006, http://www.prnewswire.com/cgi-
bin/stories.pl?ACCT=109&STORY=/www/story/06-19-2006/0004383148&EDATE=  (24 September 2006); United Bankshares Inc 

http://investing.businessweek.com/research/stocks/people/people.asp?symbol=UBSI.O; Shares, http://finance.yahoo.com/q/mh?s=UBSI ; Ogden 
ownership, http://www.mediaowners.com/company/ogden.html ;.

Magazines

•Mother Earth News

•Grit

•Farm Collector Capper's 

•Good Things to Eat  

•Outdoor Times

•Natural Home 

•Motorcycle Classics  

•American Life & Traditions 

•The Herb Companion  

•Herbs for Health  

•Farm Collector Show Directory

•Gas Engine Magazine 

•Steam Traction  

•Brave Hearts  

•Outdoortimes

•Ohio Valley Outdoors 

•Utne

Example: Pennsyl-Vegas 
Media Affiliations



http://cjrarchives.org/ CJR home page

http://cjrarchives.org/tools/owners/ Who Owns What site 

Find Out Who Owns What Media In Your Area



Disney Affiliations – Involved with gambling interests?

•See media company’s history at Columbia Journalism Review 
http://www.cjr.org/resources/index.php

•Look up other resources that media companies own 
http://www.mediachannel.org/ownership/front.shtml#chart

•View ownership chart 
http://www.mediachannel.org/ownership/chart.shtml

•Check the FAIR Web site for interlocking directorates at 
http://www.fair.org/

Example: Disney 



• Look up  companies’ owners, board of directors, leadership 
on the company Web site, library or visit Yahoo! Financial 
section and see the company profile area for executives. Look 
up who invests in the company. See insider trading. Read 
commentaries.

• Perform a Web search on Google (or your favorite search 
engine) and look for “gaming” and/or “gambling” in conjunction 
with the company you’re investigating “XYZ Media” and search 
articles. 

• Copy and paste important information into a Word document 
(or other file) and be sure to cite the information (record its 
source). Later, you can perform searches through your file for 
specific terms or issues.

Example: Disney 



“We have no obligation to make history. 
We have no obligation to make art. We 

have no obligation to make a statement. To 
make money is our only objective.”

— Michael Eisner, CEO, The Walt Disney Co., (Internal Memo). Quoted from Mickey Mouse Monopoly-

Disney, Childhood & Corporate Power (see also p.29 of the transcript which is provided as a link from 

this previous link.)

Corporate Leadership’s Philosophy
Michael Eisner, CEO of Walt Disney Co. 

said in an internal memo: 

Example: Disney 



ABC/Disney
See the board of directors
Click on a Director's name to see his or her full background information. 
Susan Arnold
Director since 2007 John E. Bryson
Director since 2000 John S. Chen
Director since 2004 Judith L. Estrin
Director since 1998 Robert A. Iger
Director since 2000 Steve Jobs
Director since 2006 Fred H. Langhammer
Director since 2005 Aylwin B. Lewis
Director since 2004 Monica C. Lozano
Director since 2000 Robert W. Matschullat
Director since 2002 John E. Pepper, Jr.
Chairman of the Board since January 2007 Orin C. Smith
Director since 2006

OWNERSHIP / PARTIAL OWNERSHIP

Boeing
Casella Waste Systems
CB Richard Ellis Services
City National Bank
Columbia/HCA Healthcare
Doubleclick
Edison International 
FedEx 
Jenny Craig 
LM Institutional Fund Advisors I 
Lozano Communications 
Northwest Airlines 
On Command Corp. 
Pacific American Income Shares 
Shamrock Holdings 
Sotheby's N. America 
Staples 
Starwood Hotels & Resorts 
Sun Microsystems 
SunAmerica
Trefoil Investors 
UNUM Provident 
Verdon-Cedric Productions 
Xerox 

Example: Disney 



The Walt Disney Studios
•Walt Disney Pictures

•Pixar Animation 

•DisneyToon Studios 

•Touchstone Pictures

•Hollywood Pictures 

•Miramax Films

Disney Media 
Networks•Disney-ABC Television

•ESPN Inc.  (20% Hearst Corp)

•SOAPnet

•Walt Disney Internet Group (WDIG)

The Walt Disney 
Resorts
•Florida

•California

•Tokyo

•Paris

•Hong Kong 

Example: Disney 



Disney gives go-ahead for online casino, 
http://www.onlinecasinonews.com/ocnv2_1/article/Article.asp?id=168

Skillgames.com

In 2000, Disney invested 
$millions in site Skillgames.com
“pay-to-play and win” site –
withdrew when Congress 
threatened Internet gambling.

Example: Disney – Gambling Affiliations



Lucky You movie, Warner Bros., http://movies.about.com/library/weekly/aaluckyyoucast.htm;  Article Digital Media Wire, 
http://www.dmwmedia.com/news/2006/09/29/weekend-read-poker-brings-the-media-and-gambling-industries-closer ;

Warner Bros. Pictures (3-2007)

Zak Penn’s (creator of X-Men, The Last 
Stand) producing The Grand, based on 
gambling and poker. Film company, 
Insomnia Media Group, Eleven Eleven
Films, Anchor Bay Entertainment distrib.,

THE 
GRAND

(Release in 2007)

“Hollywood has long known that a high stakes poker table is a perfect 
setting for drama and excitement, but now the Internet gambling 
industry is sponsoring it with some big money. One example is poker 
website Aces.com’s investment in a direct-to-video poker flick, aptly 
named, Aces the Movie.” - Digital Media Wire

Hollywood – Gambling Affiliations



Oceans 12, www.imdb.com/title/tt0349903/;  Oceans 11, http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0240772/companycredits;

Production Companies:
Jerry Weintraub Productions
NPV Entertainment
Section Eight
Village Roadshow Pictures (as 
Village Roadshow Pictures)
WV Films II LLC

Distributor:
Warner Bros. Pictures

Hollywood – Gambling Affiliations



FINAL REVIEW:

The Gambling Cartel

•U.S. affiliations

•Foreign, Internet affiliations

The Gambling Industry’s Political Influence

•Frank Fahrenkopf and the AGA Lobby

•The “we care” public relations campaign

•Industry “research”

Media Conglomerates and Gambling Promotion



MEDIA / 
NEWS

BANKING & 
INVESTMENT

FOREIGN 
INTERESTS

ENTERTAINMENT

MERGERS

CONNECTIONS

POLITICS

GAMBLING 
INTERESTS



The

End



HANDOUTS
(4)



The Gambling Industry’s Influence on Congress (2006)

House1 Senate2 Tribal Contributions Only3

Sources: OpenSecrets.org, Center for Responsive Politics, sites accessed October 8, 2007.

•House Recipients - http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/recips.asp?Ind=N07&cycle=2006&recipdetail=H&Mem=Y&sortorder=U 

•Senate Recipients - http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/recips.asp?Ind=N07&Cycle=2006&recipdetail=S&Mem=Y&sortorder=U

•Tribal Contributions - http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/summary.asp?Ind=G6550&recipdetail=A&sortorder=U&Cycle=All



Internet Pro-Gambling Legislation
- United States – Contact Alert 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.02610:

SUPPORTERS OF BOTH FRANK AND WEXLER BILLS

1. Rep Ackerman, Gary L. [NY-5] - 7/18/2007

2. Rep Berkley, Shelley [NV-1] - 7/10/2007

3. Rep Capuano, Michael E. [MA-8] - 7/17/2007

4. Rep Cohen, Steve [TN-9] - 7/17/2007

5. Rep Hastings, Alcee L. [FL-23] - 7/10/2007

6. Rep Israel, Steve [NY-2] - 11/1/2007

7. Rep Moran, James P. [VA-8] - 7/17/2007

8. Rep Sanchez, Linda T. [CA-39] - 7/18/2007

9. Rep Thompson, Bennie G. [MS-2] - 6/27/2007

10. Rep Towns, Edolphus [NY-10] - 7/25/2007

11. Rep Weiner, Anthony D. [NY-9] - 7/17/2007

12. Rep Young, Don [AK] - 9/27/2007

Frank: HR 2046

Wexler: HR 2610 

October 2007



Newspapers, Radio, Television, Media 
Corporations

Who owns what?

•Check the Columbia Journalism Review at (Great 
resource) http://cjrarchives.org/tools/owners/

•Check Yahoo! Finance at http://finance.yahoo.com/
and search company profiles under stocks “company 
profile” for a list of Directors, Executives, salaries, 
inside holders, etc.

•Check Yahoo! Industry Center at 
http://biz.yahoo.com/ic/ and look up “publishing-
newspapers” or “broadcasting” or “gaming activities”
or “resorts & casinos” …get an entire industry list with 
links out to companies.

•Cross-check media sources in a Google search and 
add the word “gambling” or “gaming” to your search 
to see if the source or any of the directors have ties 
to the gambling industry (use quotation marks around 
your terms to narrow your search)

Gambling Industry

Who owns what?

Owners of Las Vegas Casinos by Nick Christenson (with links) at 
http://www.jetcafe.org/npc/gambling/casino_owners.html

Owners, links and info about casino resorts at 
http://www.photosecrets.com/tlv.corps.html

See Yahoo! Financial and search competitors, key statistics, 
executives, etc for casinos and gaming at 
http://finance.yahoo.com/

Find gambling research and papers at www.ncalg.org

Find entire John W. Kindt library and other important links and 
research papers at www.CitizenLink.org/GamblingResearch

Visit the Focus on the Family Gambling Information site at 
www.CitizenLink.org/Gambling

Visit www.opensecrets.org for political information and visit 
www.motherjones.org for other out-links on state-specific info

•Enter search terms or key words in Google.com in 
“quotations” and you’ll greatly narrow your results.

•Remember to do word searches within Web documents by 

pressing CTRL + F on Microsoft Office computers, and select 

the word search function on Apple computers. SAVE yourself 
lots of time!

FISHING FOR ANSWERS:
SEARCH HELPS 



National Center for 
Responsible Gaming

(NCRG)

American Gaming 
Association (AGA) 1995, 

Wash., DC (Comm. 
Casino Lobbying Arm)

(1996 - AGA 
Affiliated charity 

501(c)3 )

Casino Industry Combined (1996-2007) 
- $7.6M (over 5 yrs. 9-26-07 NCRG PR)
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Boyd Gaming Corp. – 1988 (BYD)

(1996 - $875K pledge over 10 yrs.)

William S. Boyd
(NCRG President)
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Frank J. Fahrenkopf, Jr.
(President/CEO/Lobbyist)

Boyd School of Law (UNLV –
opened 1998)

1984 – Present - International Republican Institute 
(IRI) Board member, founder (also Sen. McCain, 
Sen. Hagel, Rep. Dreier); now AGA Chief Lobbyist

Board of 6 NYSE companies (Gambelli/GAMCO, 
First Republic Bank

1986 – Present  - Co-Chairman, co-founder 
Commission on Presidential Debates

1983 - 1989 Frank Fahrenkopf chairman of the 
Republican National Committee

($5M grant)

Judy Patterson

Carol O’Hare (frmr
gambling addict)
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Problem Gambling

Exec. VP (NCPG Web)

Journal of Gambling 
Studies (NCPG Pub)
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Keith Whyte – Former AGA Lobbyist

GLR Ed. Board

William Eadington

GLR Ed. Board Fmr. Assoc. Editor 

JGS / Ed. Board

Harvard Med Schl Div. 
Addictions (Cambridge 
Alliance)

J. The Psych. Of 
Addict. Behav.

E
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r

NCRG Supports

Mary Ann Liebert
Publishers

6th Intl. Symp. Internet & 
Wireless Gambling 2002
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U. Minnesota 
Medical School

Jon E. Grant, 
MD, MPH, JD
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Alan Feldman

(MGM Mirage)
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Debbie LaPlante

Sr. Editor BASIS

Gaming Law Rvw (GLR)

Ed. Board

THE GAMBLING NETWORK: CONNECTING THE DOTS

AGA Exec.


