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Addiction

“I don't think I've known this much pain ever
before in my entire life, it's just not worth it. 1
wouldn't wish this on anybody.” —Addicted’

®The National Gambling Impact Study Commission
estimates that 15 million U.S. citizens have a problem or
pathological gambling addiction.?

® Accessibility, availability, anonymity and speed of play
create a perfect storm for gambling addiction. Research
finds that casino within 10 miles of home is associated
with a 90 percent increase in the odds of being a
pathological or problem gambler.? Addiction rates double
within 50 miles of a casino (an hour's drive).*

®Today's highly addictive video gambling machines are
known as the "crack cocaine" of gambling for causing
rapid and extreme addiction.> Researchers Dr. Robert
Breen and Mark Zimmerman, found that video gambling
machines cause addiction about three times faster than
traditional table and track gambling — in about one year!®

Bankruptcy

Family Destruction

"I won't solve this state's short-term budget problem
by creating long-term problems for families.”*- Sen.
Margarita Prentice, D-Seattle!'!

®Studies show that each problem gambler negatively
affects 10 to 17 other people around them including
family, employer, and government.'?

®In a survey of nearly 400 Gamblers Anonymous
members, 28 percent reported being either separated or
divorced as a direct result of their gambling problems.

® A nationwide survey found that "respondents
representing two million adults identified a spouse's
gambling as a significant factor in a prior divorce."!#
Lifetime divorce rates for problem and pathological
gamblers are 39.5 percent and 53.5 percent, respectively;
the rate in non-gamblers is 18.2 percent.!?

®Pathological gamblers borrow, steal, write bad checks,
avoid paying bills, and lie to their families, friends, and
therapists about the extent of their gambling. Frequent
crises jeopardize friendships, marriages, jobs and careers.!©

Crime

Abuse & Neglect

s

J ... it is the children who are the most helpless.’
¥ -Dr. Valerie Lorenz?3

® According to the National Research Council, studies
indicate that between one quarter and one half of spouses
of compulsive gamblers have been abused.?*

®Children have died as a direct result of adult gambling
problems. In Louisiana and South Carolina, children died
after being locked in hot cars for hours while their
caretakers gambled.?> An Illinois mother was sentenced to
prison for suffocating her infant daughter in order to
collect insurance money to continue gambling.26

®In Deadwood, South Dakota, after two years of casino
gambling, child abuse cases increased 42 percent, while
domestic violence and assaults increased 80 percent.?’

® A woman whose partner is a problem gambler is 10.5
times more likely to be a victim of domestic violence than
if the partner did not have problem gambling. If the
gambler is also a problem drinker and gambler, domestic
abuse is 50.4 times more likely.28

Economic Delusion

®Economics continued] The gambling industry promises
high-paying jobs, yet statistics by the Department of Labor
show that nationally a card dealer makes less than a
teenage cashier in a mall. The average dealer makes
$16,040 yearly. If all salaries are averaged together
including top management of each department, the average
is closer to $20,000 yearly.33

®Marshall University's Center for Business and Economic
Research released a study that analyzed 30 similar
counties in the United States with and without casinos and
found no significant per-capita economic gain or
employment from casinos and a decline in local business.
“[1]f you bring in a casino with 1,000 low-wage jobs, most
communities will see a crowding out of existing small
businesses," researcher Michael Hicks said.3*

®Gambling revenues come disproportionately from lower
income residents, who can least afford such losses. Studies
have shown that, as a percentage of their income, people
earning less than $10,000 per year spend twice as much on
gambling as those in the middle-income bracket and four
times as much money as the wealthy.3>

Suicide

o

I S . .
w W' see increased access to gambling at the

same time I see substantial, persistent

increases in bankruptcy filings."

-Bankruptcy Court Judge, Carl L. Bucki ’

®SMR Research Corporation surveyed 298 Counties (with
and without gambling). After studying the survey results,
SMR called gambling, "the single fastest-growing driver
of bankruptcy.*8

® A more recent study of casino counties in the U.S.
confirmed personal bankruptcy rates are 100 percent
higher in counties with casinos than in counties without
casinos. It takes about three to five years for gamblers in a
newly opened market for gamblers to exhaust their
resources and realize the full impact of gambling-induced
bankruptcies.’

®Various studies show that 20 percent or more of
pathological gamblers — about one in five - eventually file
for bankruptcy.!©

"In the most desperate phase of compulsive
gambling, they will do anything to gamble ...
They'll get money anyhow, anywhere. It's mostly
white-collar crime.” —Counselor, Wisconsin!”

®Gambling addiction turns ordinary people into desperate
criminals, and legalizing gambling does not necessarily
reduce the occurrence of illegal gambling.!®

®The National Institute of Justice found that more than 30
percent of pathological gamblers who had been arrested in
Las Vegas and Des Moines reported having committed a
robbery within the past year, about 13 percent said they
had assaulted someone to get money, and one in five
pathological gambling arrestees admitted having sold
drugs to finance their gambling.!® Adolescent gambling
addiction is also associated with increased criminal
activity.20

®Three years after the introduction of casinos in Atlantic
City, there was a tripling of total crimes,?! and within nine
years the total number of crimes within a 30-mile radius of
Atlantic City increased by 107 percent.?

"... My fellow Nevadans, the lesson from the last
20 years is clear; our revenue system is broken
because it has relied on regressive and unstable
taxes [from gambling].” —Gov. Kenny Guinn,
NV, 2003 State of the State Address

® A study from distinguished economic scholars found that
expanded gambling costs each taxpayer $112-338 per
year, while the tax benefits from casinos are no greater
than $56 — gambling fails the cost-benefit test.”” The costs
of casino-derived revenues exceed the benefits by a factor
of more than 3 to 1.0

® A leading study from Australia in 2000, concluded that
for every 80 video gambling machines $2 million was
drained from the local economy each year. Additionally,
for every three video gambling machines and two jobs
were lost.3!

®The annual cost of one pathological gambler to society is
$10,330, while the annual cost of a problem gambler to
society is $2,945.32

\() "Suicide attempts among pathological
gamblers are higher than for any of the addictions
and second only to suicide attempt rates among
individuals with major affective disorders,
schizophrenia and a few major hereditary
disorders.” -Dr. Rachel A. Volberg3¢

®Depression and hopelessness plague addicted gamblers
and their families to the point of ultimate desperation:
suicide. Approximately one in five pathological gamblers
attempts suicide,?” and one in 10 spouses of addicted
gamblers attempt suicide.8

® A survey of nearly 400 Gamblers Anonymous members
found that two-thirds had contemplated suicide, 77 percent
had wanted to die, 47 percent had a definite plan to kill
themselves.®

® An investigation by the Canadian Press found more than
10 percent of suicides in Alberta and 6.3 percent in Nova
Scotia were linked to gambling (2001 through 2003).40



